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for	 about	 ,000	 village	 children.	 Due	 to	 the	 lack	 of	 a	 public	 high	












by Bentzi Telefus [ Maavarim Civil Engineering Ltd. ]
With so many factors limiting the education 
process in the Middle East, it is hard to believe 
that one more could be imposed upon the 
people of Tzur Baher, a village in Jerusalem. 
However, the presence of a minefield in 
their village severely hindered progress in 
the building of a school. Maavarim Civil 
Engineering Ltd. was brought in to begin work. 
The planned site for the school is now mine-
free, and construction is scheduled to start in 
the near future.
as	a	School	Ground:	
resulted	 from	 an	 Israeli	 Supreme	 Court	 ruling	 that	 forced	 the	 au-
thorities	to	build	schools	for	the	villagers.	










The	government’s	 legal	 counsel	made	 the	final	decision:	 Israel’s	
Ministry	 of	 Justice	 decided	 it	 was	 the	 municipality’s	 responsibility	























Deminers around the world clear land to make it possible for communities to safely 
build schools, as well as other structures. 
Minefield
O ver	the	past	1	years,	mine	action	has	 evolved	 into	 an	 established	component	 of	 the	 relief	 and	 de-
velopment	 sectors.	 During	 this	 period,	
programmes	 and	 projects	 for	 demining,	
mine-risk	 education,	 victim	 assistance,	 ad-
vocacy	and	stockpile	destruction	have	been	
discussed,	 refined	 and	 improved	 by	 opera-
tors,	programmers,	diplomats	and	activists.	
As	part	of	 its	ongoing	role	 to	reinforce	 the	
effectiveness	and	efficiency	of	mine	action,	
the	 GICHD	 commissioned	 contributions	
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together	in	a	book	titled	Mine Action: Lessons 
and Challenges.
Following	an	executive	 summary	of	 its	
main	 conclusions	 and	 findings,	 the	 work	
is	laid	out	in	two	parts.	Part	I	looks	at	the	
core	 activities—the	 “pillars”—of	mine	 ac-
tion:	advocacy,	victim	assistance,	mine-risk	
education,	 demining	 and	 stockpile	 de-
struction.	Part	II	looks	at	key	management	
issues,	 specifically	 programme	 coordina-
tion	 and	 management,	 information	 man-
agement	 and	 capacity	 development.	 This	
work	 concludes	 with	 a	 thought-provoking	
assessment	 of	 what	 mine	 action	 has	 actu-





The	 seven	 mine-risk	 education	 compo-
nents	 of	 the	 International	 Mine	
Action	 Standards	 outline	 mini-
mum	standards	for	the	planning,	
implementing,	 monitoring	 and	
evaluation	 of	 MRE	 programmes	
and	projects.	The	IMAS	are	large-
ly	 prescriptive,	 advising	 national	
authorities,	operators	 and	donors	
on	 what	 is	 necessary	 for	 the	 de-
velopment	 and	 implementation	 of	 effective	
MRE	 programmes.	 However,	 they	 do	 not	
guide	stakeholders	on	how	they	might	adapt	
their	 programmes	 to	 be	 more	 compliant	
with	the	standards.
To	 facilitate	 the	 implementation	of	 the	
MRE	 standards	 in	 the	field,	UNICEF	 re-
quested	 the	 GICHD	 develop	 a	 series	 of	
“best	practice”	guidebooks	to	provide	more	


















Ongoing Work at the GICHD
The	 GICHD	 is	 undertaking	 a	 major	
study,	 Land Release and Risk-Management 
Approaches,	 which	 aims	 to	 examine	 the	
various	processes	used	to	release	land	(other	





The	 development	 of	 the	
International	 Mine	 Action	 Stan-
dards	 has	 been	 undertaken	 by	
the	GICHD	on	behalf	of	United	
Nations	 Mine	 Action	 Service.	
There	 are	 currently	 3	 existing	 IMAS	
and	 another	 10	 are	 in	 the	 final	 approval	
stage	of	 the	process.	The	 latest	 IMAS	are	
always	 posted	 on	 the	 Standards’	 Web	 site	
(www.mineactionstandards.org)	 and	 the	
GICHD	 produces	 an	 updated	 CD	 each	
year.	A	revised,	simple	Guide to IMAS	was	
published	in	early	2006.
See Endnotes, page 112
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